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Surprise Grants Patrol Makes Stops at all Ladue Schools 
Ladue Education Foundation awards more than $20,000 – more than doubling last year’s grant awards!
In only its second year of the program, the Ladue Education Foundation has awarded more than $20,000 in special grants to teachers in the district. Applications were evaluated by an expert committee tasked with ensuring proposals aligned with the foundation’s mission to “advance the excellence of Ladue Schools by expanding opportunities for extraordinary student success.” Ultimately, 11 proposals were chosen to receive grants in this cycle.
The surprise “grants patrol,” comprising members of the Ladue Education Foundation board of directors, its executive director and Ladue School District staff, visited the schools on April 10 and 14 with balloons in hand, delivering a giant replica of the check that specified the amount of each grant.  Teachers and students alike were surprised and excited to learn of the grant awards.

“Oh my, I better hang up – there are people here with balloons and a big check!” exclaimed Conway Elementary School librarian Tricia Small. After Ms. Small hung up the telephone she was notified that she had been awarded a grant of more than $2,000 for her innovative proposal entitled, “Listen Up! Conway’s Digital Bookshelf.” The foundation grant will purchase the audio book versions of several books for the Conway library.  The goal is to provide differentiated instruction by enabling third, fourth and fifth graders at all reading levels to enjoy literature and improve reading performance.
The 11 proposals receiving foundation grant funding in 2009 are:
· Art in the Limelight – Ladue, a two-day festival providing Ladue Schools middle and high school students the opportunity to experience and participate in quality fine arts performances. 
· Reed-Patrick Henry Partnership, a character-building, learning collaboration between Reed Elementary School and a St. Louis Public School.

· International Relations, a foreign policy simulation for Ladue Horton Watkins High School students held at Truman Library in Independence, MO.

· Math Achievement Initiative, a university-district partnership to pair college student tutors with Ladue Middle School math students in need of extra help.

-- MORE --

· Reed’s Outstanding ‘Bots Optimize Technology (ROBOTS), professional development for teachers responsible for robotics instruction in district elementary schools.

· Leveled Literacy Intervention, a pilot program at Old Bonhomme School for struggling first grade readers.

· Ladue Early Childhood Center Professional Development, promoting collaborative “care team” training for teachers at the early childhood building.

· Listen Up! Conway’s Digital Bookshelf, using audio books to improve reading performance through technology at Conway Elementary School.

· Digital Voice Recorders for Spanish Students, a new tool for improving oral proficiency in Spanish at Reed and Spoede elementary schools.

· Technology in Physical Education, new g-force technology equipment designed to enhance Ladue Middle School students’ workouts.

· Strengthening Reading Skills, training for teachers administering a special computer-based reading program at Ladue Horton Watkins High School.

“Rewarding innovation and good ideas among our faculty, and providing them with the resources to go above and beyond to shape today’s students into global citizens is the goal of the Ladue Education Foundation,”  according to Allison Collinger, chair of the foundation board’s Allocations Committee. She goes on to state, “We are thrilled to have the opportunity to award these grants to advance our district’s goals!”                       

The Ladue Education Foundation is a not for profit, 501(c)3 foundation established in 2006 as a means to advance the excellence of Ladue Schools by expanding the opportunities for extraordinary student success.  The foundation accepts applications for grants to fund innovative projects in all facets of education. More information can be found at www.laduefoundation.org.
Ladue Schools has 3,700 students and serves all or part of ten communities including Creve Coeur, Crystal Lake Park, Frontenac, Huntleigh Village, Ladue, Olivette, Richmond Heights, Town & Country, Unincorporated St. Louis County and Westwood.  More information about the Ladue Schools and its individual schools can be found at www.ladue.k12.mo.us.
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